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Sudetcns and 33 Czechs, the last Sudeten official was
pensioned on March ist of this year (1938). His suc-
cessor Is a Czech.

" In Wintcrschau, where 75 per cent, of the population
are Sudetens, the last Sudeten postman has just been
retired on pension. His successor is a Czech.

"In Komotau, whose population is also 75 per cent
Sudeten, the only change in the proportion of officials
during the last four years has been the appointment of
four new Czechs."

And so on.   Much the League oi* Nations cared!

During my visit in March, 1938, I saw with my own
eyes that everywhere the Narodne Jednota had pursued
its work of " Czechization" with ruthless efficiency.
Karlsbad and Maricnbad, thriving cure resorts before the
Great War, were ghosts of their former selves, and
Teplitz-Schonau, another watering-place, was half-desolate.
It was snowing when I left Teplitz and drove through
the bleak industrial neighbourhood of Dux, There I saw
factory after factory deserted, with broken windows, like
the eye-sockets of a skull, and indeed they were the
corpses of industries killed in this racial quarrel.

Men and women looked haggard with hunger, and
children were blue with cold. Many families dwelt in
caves, cubby-holes, shacks* Some made a living by
scraping coal from the frozen earth. Sad-eyed, shivering
dogs lay waiting under the miners' tattered coats to draw
the coal-sledges to the nearest town.

The stark misery I saw here was worse than that in
South Wales during the depression. The only comparable
scene in my experience was famine, again among
Germans, on the Volga in 1931. But that was summer*
Here it was snowing, and the sky dark with the promise
of harder frost.